
Ury House, Kincardineshire, Scotland 

Ury House is a large mansion in now Aberdeenshire, built in Elizabethan style beginning 

in 1884 and being finished in 1886 by Sir Alexander Baird, 1st Baronet.  The title later became 

Viscount Stonehaven.  The Ury House is located about a mile north of Stonehaven, close to the 

A-90 and near the meeting of the Cowie Waters and the Burn of Monboys.  The Frasers were 

the first known owners of the estate, and then the Hays acquired it in 1413.  In the 1660’s, the 

Earl Marischal Colonel David Barclay acquired the estate, through a very long process of 

negotiation, and it was held by the Barclays until 1854 when the Baird family of the Glasgow 

Iron and Steel Baird’s purchased the land.  These Bairds are now termed the Gartsharrie Bairds, 

and are the last Bairds to own the old Auchmedden Estate that is the seat of the Clan Baird. 

 

 

Heather Baird Snyder, Debra Baird, Lady Diana Baird Holman, Polly Holman-Baird, and 
Richard Holman-Baird, Bt., in front of the Ury Mansion, May 2017. 

 

 

The David Barclay’s were Quakers and the Ury (Urie) estate was the North East Scotland 

headquarters of the Quaker Movement in Scotland.  There is a legend that there was a large 

Quaker meeting house established in the area where the Mansion was later built by the Bairds, 

but the site has not yet been discovered.  David Barkley’s son, Robert Barclay wrote the 

definitive Quaker belief manual in Latin, now called “Barkley’s Apology” in the modern English 



translation.  He was also the governor of what is now New Jersey for most of the late 1600’s 

and sold much of the land in Topenemus, New Jersey to the John Baird of Aberdeen, who is the 

progenitor of about one-third of the Bairds now living in the United States.  The story 

intertwines the Bairds and Barclays in several ways.  One part of the story is that John Baird was 

being deported and was one of 14 men that Robert Barclay paid for the headright for land in 

New Jersey.  Headrights could be given to men who were willing to come to the colonies and 

live on the land, from 1 to 1000 acres, or someone could pay for the indentured servants as 

headright, as Robert Barkley did and the men worked for him for a pre-set number of years, on 

the land, before being able to buy or given some of the land for their own farming. 

  The Ury estate is now owned by the FM Group and is now being recreated into a 18-

hole Jack Nicklaus Signature Championship Golf Course, with the mansion being renovated to 

become a five-star luxury hotel.  The resort will vie for most important golf course with the 

Trump course that is north of Aberdeen. 

 

  

 Results of renovation efforts of Ury House in May 2017 

 


